Questions for Scottish Newspaper Data
1. Examine the newspaper price. Why are they priced in this way?

2. Some newspapers have low sales. How else can they raise income?

3. Examine the daily sales column. 
a. What is the main trend in sales? 
b. What can newspaper companies do to counteract this?

4. The Sun is the top-selling popular daily yet it has poor website traffic. Explain.
5. What other newspapers’ websites are affected in this way?
6. Examine the website traffic column. Look at the most popular website in each sector (popular, mid-market, quality.  Why do you think each is popular?  What financial advantages does popularity bring?
7. The social grades are based on the income of chief income earner (CIE) in home.
Social Grade/Social Status
CIE's Occupation

A
Upper Middle Class
Higher managerial, administrative 


or professional

B
Middle Class
Intermediate managerial, 



administrative or professional

C1
Lower Middle Class
Supervisory or clerical and junior 



managerial administrative or 

professional

C2 
Skilled Working Class
Skilled manual workers

D 
Working Class
Semi- and unskilled manual workers

E 
Those at lowest levels
State pensioners (no other earnings), 

those on social security benefit, casual 

workers
How does newspaper readership relate to social grade? How might that affect content and advertising?

8. Examine the Google Reading Level columns. Note that the figures in the Advanced column should be ignored as they are below the margin of error. The basic:intermediate ratio gives a measure of the reading difficulty of the website. 

a. Do the mean figures for each sector make sense? Can they be related to the Social Grade figures?

b. Look down the Google Reading Level. Are there any figures that do not seem to fit? Use Google Advanced Search (http://www.google.com/advanced_search) and see if you obtain similar data. Check out these sites and see if the language fits in with the figures obtained.
9. Examine the age column. 

a. What is the most popular paper amongst 15-34s? 

b. Which quality papers are most likely to attract 15-34s? 

10.  Examine the gender column. 
a. Which papers have the greatest male appeal? What aspects of content might reflect this?

b. Which papers have the greatest female appeal? What aspects of content might reflect this?

11.  The Scotsman is the Scottish-based newspaper in most trouble financially. Find out more about their owners Johnston Press. Research recent developments and find out how the owners Johnston Press are attempting to recover from their current financial situation. What moves are they making with The Scotsman to curb its losses?

